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A Message from USW District 4 Director John Shinn: 

Brothers and Sisters, 

There is no way I could have been any prouder of our district then I was the week of 
Aug. 20, 2018, during our District 4 Conference.  

We had 413 delegates attend the conference, and including staff and instructors, we 
had over 500 Steelworkers in attendance. We kicked off the general session with a one-
hour presentation about the effect that Hurricane Maria has had on our members and 
all of the residents of Puerto Rico.  

Jessica Rios moderated a panel discussion with brothers and sisters 
who shared personal stories about how the hurricane impacted their 
families, neighbors and communities. 

John Scardella moderated a panel discussion about the 
“Steelworkers Emergency Response Trainers” (SERTs), which 
featured accounts of the amazing work they are doing in Puerto Rico 
and Texas. 

Hearing these real life stories and experiences allowed all of us in the 
room to understand the devastating impact of Maria. 

USW International Vice Presidents 
Fred Redmond and Carol Landry, 
Canadian National Director Ken 
Neumann and GMP Council 
Chairman Bruce Smith all gave very 
inspirational speeches. 

Another general session focused on 
the ongoing National Grid lockout. 

There was a tremendous showing 
of solidarity, which ended with 
conference delegates contributing 
thousands of dollars to support our 
locked-out brothers and sisters. 

(from left to right) USW International Vice Presidents Fred Redmond and Carol Landry with District 4 

Director John Shinn, National Director for Canada Ken Neumann, District 4 Assistant to the Director Del 

Vitale and GMP Council Chairman Bruce Smith 

District 4 Health, Safety and 
Environment Initiative Coordinator 
Ed Moran tolls the bell for workers 

who died on the job. 

Sub District Director Jim Valenti, 
the District 4 Health, Safety and 

Environment Coordinator, 
addresses the conference. 
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There was so much to cover 
during Tuesday’s general 
session that it did not 
conclude until almost 6 p.m., 
and it is with great pride that 
I can report that there were 
no empty seats at the end of 
the day. 

On Wednesday and 
Thursday, conference 
delegates spent two full days 
learning about different 
ways to serve our union in 
workshops. I believe it is 
important for me to report 
back to you that the 
workshops remained full for the entire two days. 

The conference concluded with a banquet on Thursday night, where delegates 
took up additional 
collections for 
Steelworker 
families in Puerto 
Rico and those 
locked-out by 
National Grid. 

I want to thank 
each of the locals 
for sending the 
delegates to the 
conference, and I 

would like to thank everyone who attended and worked hard during the entire 
conference. 

I believe we all left Atlantic City feeling very proud of and ready to continue to do the work of the union. 

Local union activists whose service earned them recognition at the conference pose for a photo with Director 
Shinn, Assistant to the Director Vitale and others. Awards went to: Justin Mauer, Local 4-277 (Buffalo Sub 

District); Laura Jones, Local 1000 (Syracuse Sub District Award); Arturo Archila, Local 4-00406 (New Jersey Sub 
District Award); John Buonopane, Local 12012-4 (Milford Sub District Awards); Al Polk, District 4 SOAR 

Executive Board (SOAR Award); Gary Cunningham, Local 9265 (Rapid Response Award); Ed Moran, Local 1277 
(Safety and Health Award). 

USW Staff Representative Ken 
Gomeringer (top) and Local 4-
898’s John Steward (bottom) 

donated their 50/50 raffle winnings 
to the families who need help in 

Puerto Rico and those locked out 
by National Grid. 

Delegates and guests at the 2018 USW District 4 Conference have only one thing to say to National Grid: END THE LOCKOUT!!!  

The USW SERTs team shares the stage with local union activists. 



 

Next Gen Members Look to Future 

Approximately 30 Next Gen-ers 
came together for a luncheon at 
the District 4 Education Conference 
which took place in Atlantic City, 
N.J., Aug. 20-24. 

USW New Media Director Connie 
Mabin came from Pittsburgh and 
gave a presentation on what we 
are seeing from young workers in the United States. This presentation included voting power of millennials, 
movements they are creating and statistics that show labor unions are favorable among young workers, who 
are currently joining and forming labor unions more than any other age group. 

District 4 Next Generation Coordinators, Dave Wasiura and Brigitte Womer, facilitated conversations with the 
group as they engaged in an open discussion on Next Gen’s view of the labor movement and what tools they 
feel they need to be more engaged or supported.  

An official announcement was made that USW will hold its first Next Generation Conference in 2019. 

Women of Steel at District Conference 
from District 4 Women of Steel Coordinator Tammie Botelho 

Women of Steel members participated in several events during the recent District 4 Conference. 

During registration, the Western New York Council had a Basket Raffle and 50/50 which raised $1010 for their 
Sisters Helping Sisters and Brothers Initiative. The proceeds benefited our late sister Amy Appleby’s minor 
daughters. 

Women of Steel and Next Generation members worked jointly on a bucket collection to benefit our brothers 
and sisters from Locals 12012 and 12003 who have been locked out at National Grid since June. 

On Wednesday morning before the workshops there was a Women of Steel breakfast. After Director John 
Shinn greeted the group of more than 60 members, Vice President At Large, Carol Landry spoke about the 
importance of the Women of Steel program. 

Each Council Chair from the District did a brief 
report on a successful project in which their 
Council participated. These projects have been 
very successful and helped build solidarity within 
the locals and put the United Steelworkers name 
out into the community. 

Everyone was reminded again of the International 
Women’s Conference to be held in Toronto, Oct. 
14 -17, 2018 and encouraged all local unions to 
send as many delegates as possible to this 
excellent conference. 

About 30 USW Next Generation members participated in the District 4 Conference in Atlantic City, N.J., 

from Aug. 20-24, 2018. 

District 4 Women of Steel helped raise thousands of dollars to help support our 

brothers and sisters who need it most. 


